














savings derived from the anticipated lower cost of a SMS-based mix

compared to a peat-based mix, the tangible benefits of improved

plant growth and health, and the reduced cost for fertilizers and

fungicides.

Our future research plans are to 1) evaluate physical methods

for sizing SMS, 2) optimize the ratio of SMS to vermiculite for plant

growth, 3) explore the versatility of the SMS-based medium using a

variety of bedding plant species and 4) examine the robustness of

disease control with other plant pathogens.
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